
Why Inclusion Is For All

Introduction Requirements 
of Inclusion 

Inclusion Model Programs
1 in 3 preschoolers in Indiana are educated 
alongside their typically developing peers, 
despite the legal, science and equity bases 
to provide equitable preschool education 
for all.

Over 30 years of research  tells us:
• Children with disabilities can be effectively 

educated in inclusive settings using specialized 
instruction.

• Inclusion benefits both children with and without 
disabilities.

• Families of children with and without disabilities 
generally have a positive view of inclusion.

• Successful inclusion requires intentional and 
effective collaboration and teaming.

• Individual outcomes of preschool inclusion should 
include access, memberships, participation, 
friendships and supports.

• Evidence-based practices increases the 
probability of positive outcomes for children.

ACCESS: Adults shape learning environment and provide a 
range of activities utilizing universal design, adaptations, and 
assistive technology to ensure each child’s successful 
navigation of and participation.

PARTICIPATION: Some children will require specialized 
instructional approaches to fully engage and learn within 
typical daily routines and activities. Evidence-based 
instructional strategies like embedded instruction, scaffolding, 
small groups, and tiered levels of individualized interventions 
remove barriers to student success.

SYSTEM SUPPORTS: the administrative decisions, procedures 
and policies focused on high quality inclusion, e.g., regular 
team collaboration between classroom staff and family 
members, staff training and coaching, fidelity evaluation of 
inclusion practices and program evaluation.

Research tells us that when access, 
participation and system supports are 
effectively and consistently implemented, 
they remove the barriers to access and 
learning for each child and create the equity 
that inclusion promises.

• Creates Access & Participation
• Is the first step to membership 
• Supports learning and behaving in 

context
• Builds collaborative team relationships

Inclusion provides opportunities to:
• Follow directions
• Share, take turns, negotiate
• Manipulate materials appropriately
• Make choices
• Develop friendships
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• Provide inclusive services to all or the 
majority of preschoolers

• Demonstrate high child impact 

Children with disabilities do not 
need to be “ready” to be included.  
Programs need to be “ready” to 
support all children.

Model programs consistently provide:
• Evidence-based instruction
• Interdisciplinary Services
• Collaborative Teaming
• Intentional, facilitated peer-to-peer 

interactions
• Family Involvement
• Child social goals
• Effective ongoing professional development
• Ongoing program evaluation

https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/ecc/resources/incl
usion-directory/index.html

Access to inclusive early childhood programs is 
supported by a legal foundation that includes the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Collectively these laws prohibit discrimination 
based on disability and call for the education of all 
children in the least restrictive environment (LRE) 
possible. 

Indiana Department of Education Office of Special 
Education Mission for ALL Students

https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/ecc/resources/inclusion-directory/index.html
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