
 

 

High Quality Inclusion is:  
Do we know what is involved? 
 

The field of early childhood inclusion has been 
guided by the Joint Position Statement of the 
Division for Early Childhood (DEC) and the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) since 2009.  This statement outlines the 
components of high-quality inclusion (access, 
participation, and system supports). 

Access refers to removing physical barriers providing a wide range of activities and learning 
experiences, and making necessary adaptations ensuring all children’s optimal development 
and learning. Participation highlights the range of individualized instructional and intervention 
approaches promoting engagement in play and learning activities and a sense of belonging for 
each child.  Finally, System Supports refer to the infrastructure requirements supporting the 
implementation of high-quality inclusion such as established collaboration time and ongoing 
professional development.  

Providing high-quality inclusive preschool opportunities is a matter of equity.   Research 
demonstrates that the early years are critical to children’s optimal development and provides 
strategies to provide increased access and individualized instruction that positively impact child 
outcomes in inclusive environments.  Preschool inclusion can be challenging and requires 
professional development to build competence and confidence in practitioners serving young 
children who have, or who are at risk for, delays or disabilities to increase child outcomes.  IDEA 
2004 requires schools to “provide professional development to special and regular education 
teachers who teach children with disabilities based on scientifically based research to improve 
educational instruction.”  Yet, data demonstrates Indiana preschools serve less than 1 to 3 
children with disabilities alongside their typically developing peers. 
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