
 

 
Why inclusion: Do we all know 
the legal, science and equity 
basis of the why? 
 

All children are legally entitled to a high-
quality education with their peers of all 
abilities.  Access to inclusive early 
childhood programs is supported by a legal 
foundation that includes the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
Collectively these laws prohibit 
discrimination based on disability and call 
for the education of all children in the least 
restrictive environment (LRE) possible.  
Even so, data reveals that Indiana educates less than 1 to 3 preschoolers with disabilities 
alongside their typically developing peers. 

Years of scientific research demonstrate that the early years are crucial to children’s 
development and learning in all areas, particularly positive social relationships and friendships 
which foster a sense of belonging and membership.  Likewise, over 30 years of inclusive 
preschool research demonstrate that high quality inclusive early childhood programs can 
facilitate experiences that help children reach their full potential.  Yet, data shows Indiana only 
educates less than 1 to 3 preschoolers with disabilities alongside their typically developing 
peers. 

Supporting inclusion for all is also a matter of equity.  All children have a fundamental right to 
equitable learning opportunities affording them the ability to achieve their full potential as 
engaged learners and valued members of society.   All early childhood educators have a 
professional obligation to advance equity and might need support in doing so.  That support 
begins with all early learning settings embracing diversity and full inclusion as strengths, 
upholding fundamental principles of fairness and justice, and working to eliminate structural 
inequities that limit equitable learning opportunities.  However, data indicates Indiana is only 
educating less than 1 to 3 preschoolers with disabilities alongside their typically developing 
peers. 
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http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.eclre.org/media/88375/brief_inclusion_factsheet_.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf

	Links:



